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From: My College Funding Advisor (www.mycollegefundingadvisor.com)  
 
Date: December 2009 
 
Dear College Parent(s), 

 

Admissions Applications 
 

For your students December is, without a doubt, the most stressful month in the college 
application process. Finishing everything needed for up to a dozen colleges— maybe even including the 
Common Application <https://www.commonapp.org/> with its exhaustive supplements— takes an 
emotional toll on the entire family. The good news is that after Christmas, the worst is over. Waiting for 

About College EdXpress: 
 
College EdXpress is a monthly e-newsletter for parents of college-bound children. It is written primarily for the 

parents of college-bound juniors and seniors. Each month's issue addresses vitally important topics related to college 
admissions, financial aid, college funding, etc. The purpose of the newsletter is to empower parents with actionable 
information and to help them become more effective supporters of their child’s college application efforts through 
leadership, patience and understanding.   

 
As the college application and financial aid process has become more time consuming and complicated, busy 

parents need to be able to rely on information that addresses college issues in a clear and concise way.  Without attempting to 
overeducate or overwhelm the parent, actionable information is provided them on an “as needed” basis each and every month 
through the pre-college years and beyond.  

 
College EdXpress helps parents cope with the challenges of what currently is a very difficult and at times, unfair, college 
landscape.  Providing valuable, hard to find information in single, simple and doable steps reduces stress, provides peace of 
mind, keeps parents focused on  “what needs to be done now” and results in a much happier and more relaxed senior year for 
the parent and the student! 
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those thick envelopes that indicates that your son or daughter got accepted— well, that’s for another 
newsletter.  

 
IMPORTANT TIP: Make absolutely sure that your student’s social security number is correct on all of 
their applications. We’ve had students whose high school “corrected” their transcript with an incorrect 
SSN, and therefore didn’t match up with their admissions and financial aid applications. These kind of 
delays can cause your student to miss deadlines and potentially lose aid, all because the college couldn’t 
find their application.  

 
It also goes without saying that you should make copies of all applications. Any forms that we complete 
on your student’s behalf are always available upon request. 

 
For those whose student applied Early Decision/Action, the next two weeks will be a real nail 

biter. Sometimes the wait may be shortened by a few days if they notify you by email, which is 
becoming more and more frequently, with the official letter coming a few days later. 

 
John Rider, a college counselor from San Francisco University High School, provides some 

valuable perspectives on what to expect during what is called December Madness 
<http://www.collegetuitionsolutions.com/ram/Managing_the_Madness.ram> (this is a six-minute streaming 
audio download). Even though it is mostly about Early Admission, he gives useful information for 
regular admission applicants as well.  

 
The Financial Aid Forms 

 
Please be aware that before we can file financial aid forms, such as the Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the CSS/Profile for your student, you must Approve & Submit their 
Client Care website application. It is important that you double-check all information— even if 
pre-filled from last year. Mistakes could cause your student to miss deadlines or even reduce or 
lose aid. 

 
Please Approve & Submit if you make any new changes, especially to your college list. It is also 

helpful to put the colleges your student is most interested in at the top of the list. California residents 
should lead off with California colleges and universities first, even though the majority of deadlines are 
March 2nd. 

 
If you have any questions with or problems logging into your student’s Client Care website 

application, please contact the Client Care Center toll free at 866-961-6100. 
 
For students who already in college, your Renewal FAFSAs and CSS/Profile applications will 

be filed soon after seniors are completed according to your school’s deadline. Some school renewal 
deadlines are as late as April or May. Later deadlines such as these indicate the school needs your 
Renewal FAFSA to include the figures from your completed 2009 tax return. 

 
It is important for seniors to follow up with your high school guidance counselor as to what 

exactly has been accomplished or what needs to be done with regards to your application materials. 
 
It’s always a good idea to call each college about 2 weeks after the college admission office 

would have received the application and ask if they have everything they need. Don’t expect them to 
track you down for missing requirements.  
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For Juniors 
 
You will want to print out the following checklist for high school junior: 
 
3 Rules To Get Into College  
 
Here’s what colleges want: 
 

Getting into college depends primarily on Grades; GPA; SAT/ACT Scores; Class Rank (if your 
school ranks), but it’s Activities, Essays; and Recommendations that will get you in. It’s how you stand 
out. It’s how you present yourself. 

 
When you apply for a job no one will hire you because of your grades. You’ll be hired because 

of how you presented yourself, how you came across, so the employer can feel good about you in front 
of his customers. Colleges want to see how you will come across with fellow students who are 
customers of the college. 
 
RULE #1 
 
Concentrate on one activity in high school and become good at it: a sport, club or volunteer work. Be a 
captain or an officer because it shows leadership. Show evidence of work experience. A lot of 
admissions people at colleges look down on students with no work experience because they themselves 
had to work. They want to see that you got your hands dirty. So get a job working at a donut shop or 
working for nothing in a job that relates to your passion. Go to this web site for great ideas on volunteer 
work: www.DoSomething.org 
.  
 
RULE #2 
 
Of course your essay should be about something you know better than anyone else. One student we had 
wrote about his little red pencil that he used throughout high school to underline or circle words and 
ideas that helped him determine what was most important to him and what he needed to focus on. The 
theme of the essay being that we all need a little red pencil in our lives. His essay was simple in 
vocabulary, positive in tone and original in content. 
 
RULE #3 
 
All letters of recommendation are good, but you want your recommendation letters to stand out with a 
story written about one character trait that the writer can demonstrate such as your positive attitude, your 
generosity or your persistence. Since students can choose the teachers who write on their behalf, they 
should consider how they have interacted with those teachers and the perspectives the teachers can 
share. 
 
The objective is to give the colleges what they want so that you can get what you want.  
 
Why SAT/ACT Scores Are Important   
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Because of No Child Left Behind, students are taught to take tests. One drawback (I won’t go 
into the politics of it) is that college bound students are being trained to take the wrong kind of tests. 
Memorizing and regurgitating facts won’t help on the SAT because the SAT is a reasoning test, and 
teaching critical thinking skills are not part of most high school curriculums.  

 
We hear from a lot of parents who say that their student doesn’t “test” well. They get mostly A’s 

and a few B’s, yet  have trouble achieving the score they feel they should on the SAT. Again, students 
aren’t being taught the analytical skills necessary to do well on the SAT. This makes gaining acceptance 
into top choice colleges problematic and can impede affordability, as higher scores mean merit aid and 
higher grant or need based financial aid.  
 

One option is to pay for private SAT/ACT coaching and preparation. They can be very expensive 
and depending on your son or daughter’s commitment, results can vary from what the program 
promised. Before signing up for a course, you want to make sure the mock/practice tests aren’t harder 
than the real thing which artificially inflates the results. 

 
Students who don’t test well can apply to schools that are SAT Optional. Go to 

http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional for a list of SAT Optional Institutions. 
 
However, one drawback is the applicant pool is much larger because students who wouldn’t have 

applied before are doing so in greater numbers, thus increasing competition.  
 
Another is that schools that offer merit money and significant grant money use the SAT/ACT to 

determine aid. A student may be admitted, but not offered enough aid to make it affordable.  
 
Whether students submit their scores or not, affordability is now a critical factor in the decision 

making process. It doesn’t necessarily have to be. But it does take a student and their family to explore 
all of the options available and to expand the college universe (as to location). After all, getting a good 
education is the goal.  

 
Monica Inzer, Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at Hamilton College, is a frequent speaker 

at national conferences and a regular media source on college admission topics and offers her Straight 
Talk on SAT Optional Tests-- this is an eight-minute streaming audio 
<http://www.collegetuitionsolutions.com/ram/SAT_Optional.ram> 

 
 

For Parents  
 
“Is a College Degree Really Worth the Cost?” <http://www.usnews.com/blogs/college-cash-

101/2008/11/17/is-a-college-degree-really-worth-the-cost.html> This is an article that was written in response 
to a prior article from the US News and World Report regarding college being a worthwhile investment. 
Very interesting and eye-opening stuff.  

 
 
Until next month, 
 
 
 

Financial Aid Question of the Month: 
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Q. My income is not certain right now and I have several Federal Parent Loans (PLUS Loans) that are 
held with private lenders and I want to make sure I can continue to pay them without going into default 
and ruining my credit. What are my options? 
 
A. You are in luck. You can consolidate all of your Parent Loans to Undergraduate Students into one 
payment. The advantage is that by combining all of the loans and increasing the total amount into one 
loan, you may receive a more workable repayment schedule. The more you owe, the longer the 
government gives you to repay the loan. Think of it as a mortgage with a fixed payment. There are 
benefits to parents and student loans that most people are unaware of and we are a resource for you to 
help you make smart decisions about your borrowing and repayment choices.  

 


